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Abstract: This study examines and analyzes the epistemological
foundations and methodological framework of Ayatollah Muhammad
Asif Mohseni (d. 2019), a prominent contemporary Islamic scholar, in
his approach to the scientific exegesis of the Quran. Despite his
distinguished contributions to the fields of hadith and rijal
(biographical evaluation of narrators), his approach to the interaction
between the Quran and empirical sciences—one of the most significant
yet challenging areas of contemporary epistemology—has not yet been
subject to comprehensive and independent scrutiny. The primary
objective of this article is to eclucidate Ayatollah Mohseni’s
epistemological and methodological framework and to reconstruct his
interpretive model as a balanced approach to leveraging modern
scientific advancements in understanding the Quran. Employing a
descriptive-analytical approach and based on a content analysis of
Ayatollah Mohseni’s written works, this study demonstrates that his
interpretive methodology is grounded in clear and precise principles:
conditional acceptance of a shared epistemic domain between the
Quran and science with the ultimate goal of “guidance,” belief in the
compatibility of the Quran with “definitive scientific knowledge,”
adherence to the apparent meaning of the text while avoiding
unwarranted reinterpretations, and, most crucially, an emphasis on a
rigorous epistemological criterion distinguishing between “definitive
and observable scientific findings” and “inferential and non-definitive
theories.” An analysis of the application of these principles to specific
Quranic verses—such as those concerning gravity, the movement of
the Earth, and animal consciousness—reveals that Ayatollah Mohseni,
while avoiding hasty correlations, judiciously utilized scientific
insights to uncover deeper semantic layers of the Quran, thereby
affirming its dynamism and timelessness in the contemporary world.
The findings of this study present Ayatollah Mohseni’s interpretive
model as a balanced, rationally grounded, and cautious approach,
offering an effective framework for interdisciplinary studies of the
Quran and science.
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Abstract: Gabriel Said Reynolds, an American

Qur’anic scholar and professor of Islamic studies and
theology at the University of Notre Dame, advocates for a
deeper understanding of the Qur’an through the lens of
Judeo-Christian sacred texts, positing a dialogical
relationship between the Qur’an and the Bible. In his 2010
book, The Qur’an and lIts Biblical Subtext, Reynolds
critiques the approach of Islamic exegetes toward biblical
sources. He argues that, despite their varying degrees of
awareness of the Qur’an’s biblical subtext, most exegetes
have not utilized these sources as a key to unlocking the
Qur’an’s meaning. Some have even adopted an overtly
antagonistic stance toward them. Reynolds attributes their
limited success in grasping the Qur’an’s true meaning to this
reluctance. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this
study seeks to elucidate Reynolds’ perspective accurately
while examining the obstacles to engaging with the Bible,
including the influence of Isra’iliyat (biblical narratives in
Islamic tradition) and the notion of biblical distortion
(tahrif). 1t also explores the permissibility of referencing the
Bible. The findings suggest that the existing Bible contains
authentic content that, under specific conditions, can serve
as a valuable tool for understanding the Qur’an.
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Abstract: Gaston Bachelard, in his seminal work The
Poetics of Space, posits that places exert not only physical
but also profound psychological and emotional influences on
individuals. From his perspective, a place transcends its mere
physicality to become a concept interwoven with
imagination, emotions, and memories, serving as a mirror of
the human inner world and constituting one of the most
fertile realms of the imagination. Space, in this sense,
manifests as the mode through which characters emerge and
interact within real or imagined settings, shaped by cultural,
social, and epistemological perspectives as reflected in
poetry. ‘Alishir Nava'i, a distinguished poet of the ninth
century AH (fifteenth century CE), effectively utilized the
semantic potential of space in the construction of meaning
within his poetry. In his works, space assumes diverse
dimensions, ranging from simple, tangible natural settings to
sacred and religious spaces, employed with poetic finesse to
convey mystical, ethical, and philosophical concepts.
Drawing on Bachelard’s theory of the poetics of space, this
article examines the sacred and religious spaces in Nava'1’s
Divan. It analyzes the epistemological foundations and
semantic patterns of the spaces depicted in his poetry, with a
particular focus on their representation. The poetics of space
in Nava't’s Divan, especially in the depiction of religious
sites, reveals the depth of his mystical and spiritual vision.
This study demonstrates how sacred spaces in Nava'Ts
poetry serve as symbolic reflections of the poet’s inner and
spiritual experiences.
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Abstract: The initial attempts to analyze the Shiite
‘Ashiira’ ceremony through the lens of modern social
sciences began shortly before the 1960s coinciding with
the early political activities of contemporary Iranian
Shiite Islamists, and have continued into recent years.
For Shiites, these decades have been marked by
significant social and cultural developments. Key events
include the victory of the Iranian Islamic Revolution in
1979, the escalation of tensions between Shiites and the
Israel following the Israel attack on southern Lebanon
in 1982, the heightened importance of Iran among
Islamists after the September 11 attacks in 2001, and
the development of the Arbaeen procession post the
execution of Saddam Hussein in 2006, which saw
widespread participation from Shiites globally. Western
studies on the contemporary Shia ‘Ashiira’ ceremony
reflect the collective mindset of Western academic
circles and the broader cultural attitudes towards the
Shiite world. This study seeks to address three primary
questions: Firstly, how have these studies been
influenced by the expansion of political activities
among Shia Islamists? Secondly, what impact have
major political and geopolitical developments in the
Shia world had on the approach, methodology, and
objectives of these studies? Thirdly, how has the
Western perspective evolved from the initial studies to
the present day?
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Abstract: This study examines the governance
model of Shi‘i religious scholars during the
historical transformations from the era of Nader
Shah Afshar to Naser al-Din Shah Qajar. The
central question is: On what components did Shi‘i
scholars base their governance model in response
to new historical circumstances from the Naderi
to the Naseri era? Employing a historical
explanatory approach, the article analyzes the
behavior of Shi‘i scholars across several periods,
including the Afsharid, Zand, and early Qajar
dynasties. The research posits that the survival of
religious scholars after the adversities of the
Afsharid era and their establishment of a form of
social governance were instrumental in
preserving and achieving their independence. The
findings indicate that the governance model of
Shi‘i scholars, shaped by diverse historical
contexts, was grounded in the reconstruction of
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Orgina Abstract: One of the fundamental issues in Quranic theology
&em/; is the elucidation of the relationship between human will and
divine decree in the context of human actions. At first glance,
Quranic verses present a complex and often multi-layered
Received:  depiction of the causes and factors influencing human behavior.
2025-02-24 However, no systematic study has yet been undertaken to
identify these factors and evaluate the degree of emphasis the
Accepted:  Quran places on each. The central question of this research is:
2025-07-07  What factors does the Quran identify as influential in shaping
human actions, and which of these factors are most frequently
Keywords:  omphasized? To address this question, relevant verses from
Quran, parts (juz’) 1-5, 10-15, and 25-30 of the Quran were extracted
Human and analyzed using a descriptive-analytical method. The

Action, analysis revealed that the factors influencing human action in
Agency the Quran can be categorized into four main groups: 1) divine
Factors,  decree, 2) human will and agency, 3) the combined role of

Internal.  human and divine agency, and 4) external factors such as Satan,

Externai the environment, and familial traditions. The findings indicate
that 41% of the verses attribute actions directly to humans, 32%
emphasize the interaction between human and divine agency,
16% attribute actions to God, and 12% refer to external factors.
These results suggest that, despite the overarching dominance
of divine will and power in existence, the Quran assigns
significant weight to human will and responsibility in shaping
behavior. This insight provides a crucial theoretical foundation
for dialogues between Islamic theology, moral philosophy, and
behavioral psychology
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Abstract: The accurate and comprehensive
utilization of hadiths, akin to the Quran, necessitates
proficiency in a diverse array of disciplines, some of
which have existed since the early centuries as hadith
sciences. Evolving social demands, modern research
methodologies, and emerging scholarly inquiries in the
contemporary era have prompted hadith scholars to
incorporate not only traditional hadith sciences but also
methodologies and approaches from other fields within
the humanities. Among the effective approaches in
analyzing human relationships is Social Network
Analysis (SNA). To date, no systematic or
comprehensive study based on social network analysis
has been conducted within Shi‘i sources to elucidate the
role of early hadith narrators and the transmission of
hadiths across generations. This study examines the
network of narrators in the book ‘Ilal al-Sharayi‘. By
analyzing the chains of transmission (sanad) of this text,
a social network of narrators was constructed. This
narrative network was evaluated using SNA metrics at
both macro levels—such as density, -clustering
coefficient, and community structure—and micro
levels, including degree centrality, betweenness
centrality, and closeness centrality. Based on centrality
measures, a ranked list of influential figures, including
narrators and companions such as Muhammad ibn Abi
‘Umayr Ziyad, Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn Abr al-
Khattab, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barq,
Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn ‘Ubayd, and al-Hasan ibn
Mahbtb al-Sarrad, was identified. Additionally, 24
communities were identified within the transmission
chains, with prominent narrators in each community
recognized for their significant contributions to the
transmission of hadiths.
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Fromotional Abstract: The "Silsilat al-Dhahab" hadith, one of the most
Research renowned narrations attributed to Imam Reza (peace be upon him),
was articulated in the presence of a large gathering of hadith

scholars and the public in Nishapur, emphasizing two central

Received: theological themes: monotheism (tawhid) and divine leadership
2024-11-04  (imamate). This hadith has garnered significant attention from
historians and hadith scholars throughout history. The present study

Accepted: employs the method of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to
2025-03-02  examine the linguistic structure of the hadith’s text, interpret its
contextual functions, and explore the pragmatic implications of its

Keywords:  discourse. The analysis aims to identify the dominant discursive
Discourse motivations and flows, as well as the oppositional dynamics
’ between Imam Reza’s discourse and competing discourses of his

Critical era. Drawing on the CDA framework, the findings suggest that
Discourse through this narration, Imam Reza (peace be upon him) challenges

) the legitimacy of the political authority of the caliphs, Umayyads,
Analysis, and Abbasids, while asserting the exclusive right of divine

Silsilat al- leadership for the infallible Imams, including himself. The hadith
also serves as a clarifying response to deviant intra-Shi‘i sects such

Dhahab, as the Waqifiyya, Ismailiyya, Zaydiyya, Ghulat, and Sufis, while

Imam Reza  reaffirming the Qur’anic verses on divine guardianship (wilaya),
reiterating the message of Ghadir, and articulating the political

(peace be philosophy of Islam and Shi‘ism. Through this hadith, Imam Reza

upon him) (peace be upon him) seeks to elucidate the authentic monotheistic
worldview of Islam, tailored to the cultural, social, and political
exigencies of his time, while redefining the path to salvation and
protection from divine punishment
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Abstract: Examining Quranic keywords from an
educational perspective is an approach that can provide
understanding and inference of the foundations and principles
of education. The keyword "Khusran" (loss) is one of the most
frequently recurring terms in the Quran, and explaining its
pattern of usage in the Quran and understanding the meanings
associated with the verses in which this keyword appears can
pave the way for the derivation of principles of religious
education. In this regard, the present study intends to provide
an educational commentary on the word "Khusran" in the
Quran to derive the aforementioned principles. To achieve this
purpose, and due to the multifaceted nature of this article, the
research method is a combination of descriptive
phenomenological stages in the stage of referencing Quranic
verses, analysis and coding of data according to the grounded
theory strategy with MAXQDA software in three parts: open
coding, axial coding, and selective coding, and qualitative
content analysis in an inductive manner in the field of
educational implications. The results of the research indicate
that the theoretical model of the term "loss" can be divided into
five categories: factors of loss, immunity from loss, matters
susceptible to loss, degrees of loss, and material losses.
Furthermore, six educational principles can be extracted from
this theoretical and conceptual model for religious education,
which include the following: the necessity of raising awareness
of the fatalism inherent in "Khusran," the necessity of
confronting losses, the necessity of ranking when facing losses,
the necessity of paying attention to false illusions in "Khusran,"
the necessity of paying attention to the element of compliance
and influence in "Khusran," and the necessity of a dual
perspective on "Khusran."
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O,yina Abstract: Throughout history, numerous thinkers and
reformers have sought to define and establish the characteristics of
&’emﬁ' an ideal environment for human life. These characteristics have
often been articulated within the framework of worldviews and
Received: objectives for human existence, sometimes presented as general
2024-12-01 guidelines for living and organizing social relations, human
interactions with nature, and the built environment. At other times,
Accepted: they have been conceptualized as comprehensive models of an
2025-08-06 ideal city, referred to by terms such as Medina Fadhila in the works
of Farabi, or Utopia in the philosophies of thinkers like Plato,
Keywords: Suhrawardi, Thomas More, Augustine, and others. In the mid-
Sayyid Jamal ~nineteenth century, Sayyid Jamal al-Din Asadabadi brought about
a profound transformation in the intellectual and ideological
landscape of the Muslim world. This transformation emphasized
Asadabadi, the practical application of philosophy and the adoption of a
problem-solving, socially oriented approach to the Quran, with a
focus on wisdom (hikmah). Employing a qualitative methodology,
this study seeks to explore Sayyid Jamal al-Din Asadabadi’s vision
Thought, ofanideal society as reflected in his works and thought, addressing
the question of the structure and constituent elements of his
envisioned utopia. The findings indicate that Asadabadi’s utopia
Model transcends the confines of a single city, encompassing a three-
tiered structure that includes the Islamic cosmopolis, Islamic
countries, and individual cities. The formative elements of his
utopian vision, derived from his ideas on unity, awareness,
education, and production, include leadership, assemblies,
executive authority, judiciary (adalatkhana), the press, mosques,
schools, and spaces for dialogue, among others.
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2024-11-30 School), have considered attention to the isnad of
hadith to be exclusive to Sunnis and have emphasized
Keywords:  he fabricated nature of many of the isnads of Shi'a
Chain of hadith. This article, written with a descriptive-
Transmission, . . .
Attention analytical method and using library resources, has

Doubt. Shi'a been prepared in response to this doubt. Based on the
. " research findings, there is ample evidence of attention
to the isnad in Shi'ism. The Infallible Imams (a.s.) have
always encouraged Shi'as to verify the authenticity of
narrations. Furthermore, Shi'a scholars have long had
numerous writings in the science of Rijal (biography
of narrators), which indicates their attention to
examining the trustworthiness and backgrounds of
hadith narrators. In contrast, a century of struggle
against hadith among Sunnis and the confessions of
their scholars and narrators to the numerous
fabrications in Sunni hadith invalidate the claim of
intense attention to hadith and its isnad. Therefore,
there remains no doubt that this doubt stems from
ignorance or a biased disregard for historical evidence
and documentation.
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Abstract: Aiming to provide a genealogy of the discursive
formations surrounding Quran 14:37, this research addresses the
fundamental problem of how a seemingly simple prayer has
transformed into a hub for the convergence and conflict of
intellectual currents in Islamic history. By applying the novel
method of "discursive genealogy," this article moves beyond a
mere synchronic survey of exegeses to analyze the "logic of
meaning production" in each era. The findings reveal the
development of six distinct discursive layers: from the
foundational "narrative-constitutive" layer that establishes the
historical framework, to the Sunni and Shi'a "theological-
identity" readings which, by delimiting min al-nds (from the
people) and reinterpreting ilayhim (to them) respectively,
demarcate the Ummah and articulate a Wilayat-based authority.
Subsequently, the "philosophical-theosophical" discourse
focusing on the wisdom of "divine trial" (ibtila’), and two modern
discourses—the "naturalist" reading seeking to reconcile prayer
with natural laws, and the '"radical-critical" reading that
challenges the narrative's geography by replacing exegesis with
historical criticism—are analyzed. The final result demonstrates
that this verse, as a microcosm, serves as a mirror for tracing
profound evolutions in worldview, hermeneutics, and political
theology within the Islamic tradition.
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