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5. Semantic Fields
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4. Strictly Oppose
5. Corresponding Opposite
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1. Literal Meaning
2. Abstract and Secondary Meaning
3. Light vs. Darkness
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1. Argumentation
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3. Sovereign Will
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1. Faith vs. Refusal, Impiety
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1. lzutsu (1964), Toelle (1999), Madigan (2001)
2. God and Man



VP lawsy g 3l oY (2lo) poo o)yleds (Jgl Jlw ¢ polro o jo (oDl Olalllae FFA

Oler 5 (B3) s Ol o BB (piomen oS 013 & 3505 0 0Ly
Lol e =T s s b o(ed) st

035 S5 S O 53 (oS o3ls wlidlins g5 3 (T00)) OKGLs
Bz el slis S3 0 S 013 53 LB walS nl sl &S ol oo 5l
S B s el (sl Gl plozal (L 0315 £ dles 4 0Ly
Pl 53 3l ey kil > sl sk sTak 1 S 013 ol Dl
33 opl 5l Lo sl e andl 608 o eslinal (OlS) s O35l Olgeas (el 5 (dS)
AL e 0303 o sl 4 Lalnd) oS ol e aalS

O 53 (U1 5 Sl ol dga) an)l ol dlas & Jls 55 (1444) 55
GO & g h e s St o LSS a5 L Il s ol sy o S
sheasls esgie Ll =TT G805 b sl ol 45 sy o 4o opl 0 5 S o
2 S5 S das e rel s 505, ealital (abpan FMasl 51 folaazi s s
5 s Ulpea b Lpd e a5 oo 5 sthas Olgr o Wl Gk Sl S
Ll ol pl &5 ad) L3S o mar p2e 55 3 aar L3S0 3 Shee
gl S ) gl ghs Olpsa (5T 5 ba o e Olyea Of (sl Bolas
s S5 ol (ki Oles s

& cilone SlaKin 3 b wal o oS ite b e sla 2500 6 das e e 5
Ko b 53 by el sisas el Sslize cllesls LT L O asle 6 lie
Sy Sl b ez pande ol o8 Do 53 S s il sdidiy (5 0l S
2Ll o Sie 5 KT ol ol a8 L 55 G 013 53 Olel
S e s e ol @l Sl et wdS (I VY 03 e
(Sl b gt o Ol o ailatn Lo poasia 5 wilia sty oSl il 23150

1. lzutsu, God and Man, pp. 82-89.

2. Madigan, The Qur’an’s Self-Image: Writing and Authority in Islam’s Scripture.
3. Toelle, Le Coran revisité, p. 242 (my translation).

4. Humidity

5. Toelle, Le Coran Revisité, pp. 239-240
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2. Djinns

3. The Qur’an as “Light” Opposed to “Darkness”
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7. The Qur’an as “Godsend”
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4. Scriptures on the Positive Side

5. Scripture (Kitab)
6. Absolute Power
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2. Non-Dits (Unsaid, Unspoken Statements)
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3. Eschatology
4. Declaration/acknowledgement/statement
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1. Its Revelatory Phenomena
2. Its Own Status as Revealed Scripture
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Andrew R (1988), ‘The Function of asbab alnuzul in Qur’anic Exegesis’, BSOAS 51:1
(1988), 1-19, and, ‘The Exegetical Genre asbab al-nuzul: A Bibliographical and
Terminological Survey’, BSOAS 68:1 (1985), 1-15.

3. William Muir, The Coran: Its Composition and Teaching (London 1878); Hubert Grimme,
Mohammed, II: Einleitung in den Koran, System der koranischen Theologie (Munster
1895), 25ff.; and, Theodor Noldeke and Friedrich Schwally, Geschichte des Qorans,
(Leipzig, 1909-38), 1:58-234 the history and scope of which is summarized by W.M.
Watt and Richard Bell in Bell’s Introduction to the Qur’an (Edinburgh 1970), 109-12 and
175-6.
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The Qur’an: Translated with a Critical Rearrangement of the Surahs (2 vols, Edinburgh 1937,
1939), and: Introduction to the Qur’an (Edinburgh 1953), esp. 82-99.
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Daniel Madigan’s ‘Reflections on Some Current Directions in Quranic Studies’, Muslim
World 85:3 (1995), 345-62; as well as a rather dated, although still quite useful, review
article by Fazlur Rahman: ‘Some Recent Books on the Qur’an by Western Authors’, The
Journal of Religion (1984), 73-95; to which should be added: Richard C. Martin,
‘Understanding the Qur’an in Text and Context’, History of Religions 21:4 (1982), 361—
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Hamid D (2000). ‘In the Absence of the Face’, Social Research 67:1.
2. Jalal al-Din al-Malalli and Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti, al-Jalalayn, electronic text, ibid., al-
Qur’an al-Karim.
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3. Ibn ManAur, Lisan al-{arab (Beirut 1955-6), 15:401-2.

4. Lane, Lexicon, 1:310; John Penrice, A Dictionary and Glossary of the Kor-an (London
1873), 23 and 162; Ibn ManAur, Lisan, 15:402; De Sacy, Grammaire arabe, 2nd edn
(Paris, 1831), 1:293 and 2:252, 497.
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1. al-™abari, Jami{ al-bayan {an ta’wil ay al-Qur’an, ed. Malmud Mulammad Shakir (Cairo
1955), 15:401-2; Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-{aim, ed. Sami b. Mulammad al-Salama

(Riyadh 1997), 4:335; al-Qurubi, al-Jami (Ii-ackam al- Qur’an) (Cairo 1939), 9:72.
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Islamic Studies in Contemporary World, Iranian Society for Quranic Studies & Islamic Culture
Research Article, Vol. 1, No. 2 (Serial 2), Autumn 2022 and Winter 2023

Investigating the Conflicts of Rejali Reports on Saleh Ibn Sahl
with a Historical Approach

Ali Kashi®
Seyyd Mohammad Hadi Gerami*™

Abstract

Saleh ibn Sahl, in spite of being trusted by some Islamid scholars, such as
Ali ibn Ibrahim Qomi, has been accused of exaggerated ideas by others, such
as Ibn al-Ghazairi. Due to the wide disagreement of scholars of the science
of Rijals about the degree of trustworthiness of Saleh Ibn Sahl, in this article,
with an analytical method and a historical approach using the tools of
internal and external criticism, we examine this issue.

In order to reach a proper analysis of these conflicts, we first investigate
the rijali reports and hadiths related to Saleh ibn Sahl Hamedani and identify
the conflicts between the reports and the analyzes. Then, in three levels of
rijal, component and current, we analyze conflicts to get a clear and
comprehensive picture of the beliefs and personality of Saleh Ibn Sahl
Hamedani and to better understand why conflicts are formed in a general
picture.

Keywords
Saleh bin Sahl; Exaggeration, the Spectrum of Mufaddal bin Umar; Shiite
Rijals; Jarh and Tadil; Hadith Currents.

* M.A. Student, Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
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A Review of ""Feminist Edges of the Qur'an™

Aysha Hidayatullah®
Marzieh Mohases™
Nafiseh Daneshfard**

Abstract

The book "Feminist Edges of the Qur'an" which was published in 2014, can
be considered as the most important work of Aisha Hedayatullah. This book
is in fact the product of the author's years of exploring the feminist works of
the Qur'an. Hedayatullah holds a Ph.D. in Islamic Studies from the
University of California, Berkeley, and has held a chair in the American
Academy of Religions since 2008. She has published important works on
gender discourse in Islam and studies. The book "Feminist edge of the
Qur'an" was first published in 2014 and has been reprinted many times. This
book is a methodology of feminist exegesis of the Qur'an in the
contemporary era. In this book, after introducing famous works with the
tendency of feminist exegesis of the Qur'an, the author coherently expresses
the origins, concepts and analytical methods of these commentators and then
criticizes this interpretive tendency. A prominent feature of this book is the
author's careful consideration in explaining the internal contradictions of the
views of womencentered commentators in the interpretation of verses related
to women.

Keywords
Ayesha Hedayatullah; The feminist margins of the Qur'an; Critique of
feminist interpretation; Monotheistic paradigm.

* Assistant Professor, San Francisco University. (Original Author) ahidayatullah@usfca.edu
** Assistant Professor, Theology and Religions Faculty, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran,
Iran (Responsible Translator). m_mohases@sbu.ac.ir
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A Review of Nasser's Works in the Field of Qur’anic Readings

Elahe Shahpasand”

Abstract

The field of history of the Qur'an in general, and Qur’anic readings in
particular, is one of the popular scholarship fields in the West. Shady
Hekmat Nasser is one of the most prolific writers in this field; He has
published two books and four articles about Variant Readings of the Qur’an.
By examining these works, this article has found that according to Nasser,
the history of the text of the Qur'an has five stages of Canonization in order
to reach its current form. To examine these stages, Nasser began with the
intermediate stages about which more information is available, thus making
it easier to explain what happened in the first stage. He has a historical-
critical approach in his works and interested in linguistic and jurisprudential
issues; He has also tried to use new methods, such as Motzki's Isnad cum
Matn metod, to examine the process of Emergence of Shawadhdh and Two-
Rawi Canon. He has also considered the inner evolution of the field of
Qur’anic readings by examining its relationship with other fields such as
literature, jurisprudence and hadith.

Keywords
Shady Hekmat Nasser; Variant Readings of the Qur’an; Canonization of the
Qur’an; Transmission of the Variant Readings; Hadith and Jurisprudence.

* Associate Professor, Holy Quran University, Faculty of Quranic Sciences, Mashhad, Iran
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A Critical Review of Contemporary Interpreters’ Attitudes
Towards History

Hossein Shojaei*

Abstract

The science of history in the West has undergone many leaps since the
nineteenth century. Over the years, history has removed many ambiguities,
answered many questions and corrected many misconceptions. However,
historiography and islamic historiography has not kept pace with these
developments. This has led to a significant difference between the two when
viewed from a Western and Islamic perspective. A clear example of this kind
of difference can be seen in the presentation of historical issues in the
interpretations of the Qur'an and the Qur'anic works of Orientalists. The
present article tries with a critical approach to carefully consider the
weaknesses and strengths of historiography and to point out the path that the
interpretations of the Qur'an must take in order to be in line with the
advances in the science of history. In this regard, the concern for the
educational value of history and the avoidance of Israelis can be considered
as two positive points of interpretations, which can be considered as the
difference between the Islamic approach and the Western approach, but to
improve the historiography of Qur'anic interpretations, some harms. Such as
the existence of contradictory positions, the lack of balance between
instructiveness and objectivism, the dominance of ideological attitudes in
analysis, as well as the central character should be seriously considered.

Keywords
Critical Review; Date; Contemporary Interpretations; Historiography.

* PhD Student in Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Farabi Faculty, Tehran University, Tehran,
Iran. shojaeihosein030@gmail.com
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Fear of God (Tagwa) in the Quran: Some Notes on Semantic Shift
and Thematic Context

Eric Olander”
Abolfazl Hori*™*

Abstract

One of the most ubiquitous terms in the Qur’an, taqwa, or ‘fear of God’,
serves as a major theme and leitmotif of the wider Quranic vision. This study
explores, both lexically and semantically, the way in which this term is
situated within the Quranic universe of discourse, proposing that by
attending to the broader semantic dynamism of the text itself we are in a
better position to understand the range and scope of the vision which shaped
the Qur’an’s key thematic structures. Methodologically, the study has made
use of a systematic statistical survey of the Quranic lexicon, deriving by way
of computer- aided analysis a comprehensive inventory of all morphological
derivations of radicals connoting the general idea of ‘fear’, a larger semantic
grouping to which the term tagwa belongs. Predicated upon the results of
this empirical survey, the study takes as its primary analytic framework the
Qur’an’s inherent intertextual reflexivity and argues that observable
semantic shifts in the rhetoricity of the term tagwa represent circumstantial
developments in the text’s basic chronology.
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Self-referentiality in the Qur’anic Text: “Binarity” as a
Rhetorical Tool

Morteza Salmannejad”
Amir Hosin Hosinzadeh™

Abstract

Self-referential discourse, i.c. the discourse of the Qur’an about itself, is
omnipresent in the Qur’anic text. Interestingly, it uses several strategies of
argumentation and several rhetorical tools in order to persuade the listener or
the reader to adhere to a specific understanding of what the Qur’an is: an
understanding leading to faith. Based on an extensive study of the self-
referential discourse in the Qur’an, this paper focuses on the importance of
one of the rhetorical tools: “binarity.” This notion goes beyond the simple
notion of “pairs” and is characterized by a clear-cut opposition ongoing in
the whole text between elements of all kinds of domains and mainly in
relation to biblical material. Contrary to what it may seem at first glance,
“binarity” in the Qur’an is far from being related to a dualist religious
system. On the contrary, a close analysis shows that the use of “binarity” in
the text emphasizes the exceptional character of the Qur’an in relation to its
divine origin. The function of “binarity” appears in all its rhetorical strength
in the impression conveyed upon the listener or reader. Following the path of
the works of contemporary scholars who used literary, structural, and
argumentative analysis, this paper also aims at convincing the reader of the
fruitfulness of rhetorical studies of the Qur’an.

Keywords
Qur’an; Binarity; Opposition; Self-Referentiality; Argumentation; Intention
of the Autho.
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Critique of the Suspicion of ""Conflict in the Qur'an™ by
Orientalists

Zohra Akhavan Moghadam*

Abstract

The suspicion of conflict between the verses of the Holy Quran has been
raised among Muslims and non-Muslims since the first centuries of the
emergence of Islam, and today a group of orientalists express the same
suspicion and provide examples for it. In general, the method of Orientalist
research in the field of Islamic sciences has its drawbacks, which can be
enumerated as follows: Involvement of mindsets and presuppositions in
discussions, attention to contextual appropriateness without considering
situational appropriateness, non-revelatory view of the Qur'an, weakness
Scientific, referring to incorrect, weak sources and incorrect comparisons of
the Qur'an with holy texts. Also, the reasons for creating the illusion of
conflict among orientalists are: disregard for syntactic nuances, lack of
familiarity with the rhetoric of the Arabic language, lack of attention to the
issues of Quranic sciences and lack of attention to the structure of the Quran.

Keywords
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Oriental Studies; Rhetoric.
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Explaining and Evaluating the Views of Islamic Feminists
Regarding Verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa’;
A Case Study of Asma Barlas's Perspective

Mohammad Sadegh Hedayatzadeh”
Soheila Piruzfar™

Abstract

One of the most important challenges in scientific and non-scientific areas in
recent centuries in all parts of the world is the issue of women's rights.
Islamic societies also have dealt with this issue and there have been many
conversations and even conflicts about women and their place in Islam and
Islamic jurisprudence. In this regard, it can be said that the most challenging
verse about women in the Holy Quran is 4:34 which refers to issues such as
the strength of men, the superiority of men, obedience to men and
multiplication by men. Meanwhile, modernists such as "Islamic feminism"
has offered different views. Therefore, in the present article, the views of
Asma Barlas as one of the prominent modern thinkers of Islamic feminism
regarding verse 4:34 are explained and evaluated in a descriptive-analytical
manner. Barlas believes that the patriarchal interpretive tradition in Islamic
societies has ignored the divine revelations of the Qur'an and attributed its
patriarchal misconceptions to divine will. He interpreted “Qiwamah” to
"protection", “Tafzil” to "financial superiority", “Qonoot” to " submission to
God, not the husband", “nuzhuz” to "disruption of marital life, not
disobedience to the husband" and “multiplication” to "symbolic act, not a
beating." It is demonesterated that Barlas's thought, ie the historicity of the
Qur'an, has serious shortcomings, and some of her Qur'anic views on verse
4:34 are contrary to the Qur'anic appearances, lexical sources, and narrations
of the Infallibles (peace be upon them).

Keywords
Verse 4:34 Nesa; Verse of Qawamun; Islamic Feminism; Islamic Feminists;
Asma Barlas.
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A Comparative Study of Krachkovsky and Zinalf Performance in
Translation of Quran

Zahra Heydari Abravan®

Abstract

Krachkovsky and Zinalf are one of the prominent Russian figures in the field
of translating the Holy Quran. In spite of the long time period elapsing
between them, they have almost identical and much better performance than
the other Russian translators of the Quran. Krachkovsky has been acquainted
with the Quran for many years and has taught it at university. But, Zinalf has
seminary knowledge and his acquainted with the Quran is due to familiarity
with different Quranic sciences in Seminary School of Qom. The question of
article is that despite the fluency of both in Arabic, which one had a better
translation? Analytical review of content shows that Zinalf had a more
successful performance than Krachkovsky because of his greater linguistic
knowledge of the Holy Qur'an (i.e. correctly understanding of the text and
mastering on it, not merely having fluency in text language). Seems this
comparative superiority is not unrelated to his educational environment

Keywords
Translation of the Quran; Translator Personality; Russian Translation;
Krachkovsky; Zinalf.
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A Review and Critique of Christoph Luxenberg’s theory of ""Hoor
Ein" in The Holy Quran from a new Perspective

Amir Hossein Ferasati®
Mahmoud Karimi**

Abstract

The present article critically rereads a part of the book "The Syro-Aramaic
Reading of the Koran" by the German orientalist Christoph Luxenberg with
new reasonings. In the fifteenth chapter of the book, he presents an
innovative reading of "Hir ‘in" and other Qur'anic expressions that refer to
"Virgins of Paradis" in the Islamic interpretive tradition. Claiming the use of
linguistic method, he considers these interpretations to mean "White Grapes"
that have been translated from Syriac into Arabic. Nevertheless, the study of
the Qur'anic context shows the incompatibility of his hypotheses with other
verses. Also, the claimed words have a long history in the poems of ignorant
poets and are used in the same modern meanings in the beginning of Islam.
In addition, numerous narrations suggest a similar view of this concept
among early Muslims and Islamic scholars of later centuries, which
Luxenberg denies. Additionally, criticisms of Luxenberg's book by other
orientalists strongly support the invalidity of his claims by non-Muslim
scholars.

Keywords
Christoph Luxenberg; Syriac Reading - Aramaic Quran; Hor Ayn; Linguistic
Reading; Quranic Studies of Orientalists.
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Rethinking the Role of Sunnah in Interpretation from the
Perspective of Shiite Quranists

Zeynab Shams”®
Mohsen Qasimpour ™

Abstract

Influenced by the thoughts of Seyyed Jamal al-Din al-Assadabadi, and the
socio-political conditions of society, the need for a contemporary movement
called the "Shiite Qur'an" was formed in Iran, that Their most prominent
characteristic is the Decline of the hadiths of the Imams in understanding the
Qur'an. Examination of their books shows that views differ from those of
other Qur'ans. The main purpose of this study is to examine the role of
Sunnah in the basis and approach of Shiite Quranists through their own
books. By analytical-descriptive method, their views on three issues
(interpretation, adequacy of the Qur'an (using the tradition in doctrinal
discussions and also in explaining the rules and details), the conditions for
accepting the narration)

Collected and analyzed independently of accuracy. Findings indicate that
with this volume of differences and contradictions, errors in the use of
approaches, etc., the process of calculating them is a matter for
consideration. The contradiction between their opinions, lack of adherence to
the principles and change of their views during their intellectual life, results
in the weakness of their principles.
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A Review and Critique of the Application of the Simultaneous
Semantic Method in "'Creation and Resurrection by
Shinya Makino*

Ali Sharifi*

Abstract

Linguistic semantics, which deals with the emergence of meaning and its
evolution, identifies semantic relationships between different concepts, and
extracts a network of related meanings, has played a significant role,
especially in the field of Qur'anic studies.

In this article, the ethnographic school (Bonn school) has been studied as
the most widely used semantic school in the field of Quranic studies, and
Izutsu is the prominent figure of this school. Having a scientific background
in linguistics and philosophy, he studied the semantics of the key words of
the Qur'an and tried to achieve a harmonious Qur'anic system by discovering
the semantic connection of words in a wide semantic network. In this work,
Makino has been able to study and infer the general worldview of the Qur'an
about creation and resurrection. In this library research, the methodology and
content of "Creation and Resurrection™ have been reviewed.

A report from Makino's work shows a serious contrast between the
construction of the concept of creation and resurrection in the Qur'an, despite
the similarities between the two. It has been obtained from the meanings of
creation and resurrection.
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