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Abstract: One of the noble verses of the Quran that refers
to the quality of human creation is the fourth verse of Surah
Al-Balad. In authentic and classical lexicographical works,
various meanings have been proposed for the word
“Kabad,” which appears only once in this verse.
Commentators from both major Islamic denominations
(Farigayn) have, to date, adopted four interpretations for
this word—namely: suffering/hardship, disease,
uprightness/stature, and equilibrium—and have translated
the verse accordingly. However, there is no meaningful
coherence or harmony between these existing
interpretations and the general context (Siyaq) of the Surah
and its surrounding verses. Furthermore, all these
interpretations are subject to critiques that cast doubt on
their credibility, validity, and acceptability. Another
meaning presented in primary and classical lexicon sources
involves  expressions such as “the source of
enmity/hostility” (Ma'dan al-'adawah, al-khusimah) and
“the center and the core of everything,” which have not yet
been examined in the interpretation of this verse. In this
study, using an analytical-descriptive method with a critical
approach to established commentaries—and by focusing on
lexicographical works and the principle of context (Siyaq)
and thematic coherence—the latter possibility, specifically
that of “hostility,” is examined. The article provides
grounds and reasons supporting the acceptance of this
proposed interpretation.
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