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Abstract: In keeping with its guiding function, the Holy Qur’an
contains numerous references to natural phenomena. The limited number
of studies that have attempted to enumerate science-related Qur’anic verses
suffer from three major shortcomings: disagreement over the identification
of relevant verses, a general focus on only a limited number of scientific
disciplines, and the exclusion of verses that refer to natural phenomena but
do not necessarily require scientific exegesis. This study aims to identify
and classify Qur’anic verses related to natural phenomena by examining
their textual context and consulting authoritative Qur’anic commentaries.
The relevant verses were extracted and classified into two main branches:
the physical sciences, comprising 14 subfields, and the biological sciences,
comprising 11 subfields. For the first time, this study also categorizes
Qur’anic references to natural phenomena into three groups: worldly,
eschatological, and metaphorical phenomena.

The findings indicate that a total of 1,944 verses contain references of some
kind to natural phenomena. Of these, 1,170 verses (approximately 60%) are
related to the physical sciences, while 1,050 verses (approximately 40%)
are related to the biological sciences. Among the branches of the physical
sciences, cosmology has the highest frequency, while anatomy has the
highest frequency among the biological sciences. Of the verses related to
the physical sciences, 944 refer to worldly phenomena, 49 to metaphorical
phenomena, and 173 to eschatological phenomena. Likewise, among the
verses related to the biological sciences, 567 refer to worldly phenomena,
270 to metaphorical phenomena, and 211 to eschatological phenomena.
This dataset provides a foundation for interdisciplinary analyses of the
Qur’an and the natural sciences. Moreover, by encompassing a broad range
of subfields within the natural sciences, it enables the identification of
verses whose finer aspects have thus far received insufficient attention from
the perspective of scientific exegesis.
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