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Abstract: context—how textual phrases interconnect to convey

meaning—is a decisive issue in interpretation, particularly of Qur’anic
verses, and offers solutions to exegetical challenges in difficult passages.
The expression “ma ubarri’u nafst” (& is;j %) in verse 53 of Surat Yasuf
is one such contested point among exegetes. Scholars have advanced
divergent views regarding the speaker, attributing it to the ‘Aziz of Egypt,
his wife, or Yusuf (‘alayhi al-salam).

This study, conducted through a descriptive—analytical approach and
employing library-based data collection, examines the phrase through
contextual indications. These include syntactic and textual context, the
broader framework of the stirah and verse, referents of pronouns, lexical
and morphological evidence, and situational context. The analysis
demonstrates that the most persuasive interpretation attributes the
statement to the wife of the ‘Aziz, reflecting her admission of fault,
remorse for carnal temptation, and attempt to incriminate Yasuf (‘alayhi
al-salam).

Alternative views—such as reading the phrase as Yasuf’s humility or as a
declaration by the ‘Aziz—prove less consistent with the contextual flow
of the strah. The study’s merit lies in reducing dogmatism by avoiding
reliance on a single interpretation and in employing siyaq (contextual
analysis) as a novel exegetical method. This approach not only clarifies
the verse but also provides a practical model for analyzing problematic
Qur’anic passages.

By integrating linguistic, syntactic, and situational cues, the research
highlights the interpretive richness of contextual analysis. It underscores
the importance of moving beyond rigid readings toward nuanced
approaches that respect textual coherence. Thus, the study contributes both
to the specific debate on ma ubarri’'u nafst and to broader methodological
innovation in Qur’anic exegesis.
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