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Abstract: Gabriel Said Reynolds, an American

Qur’anic scholar and professor of Islamic studies and
theology at the University of Notre Dame, advocates for a
deeper understanding of the Qur’an through the lens of
Judeo-Christian sacred texts, positing a dialogical
relationship between the Qur’an and the Bible. In his 2010
book, The Qur’an and lIts Biblical Subtext, Reynolds
critiques the approach of Islamic exegetes toward biblical
sources. He argues that, despite their varying degrees of
awareness of the Qur’an’s biblical subtext, most exegetes
have not utilized these sources as a key to unlocking the
Qur’an’s meaning. Some have even adopted an overtly
antagonistic stance toward them. Reynolds attributes their
limited success in grasping the Qur’an’s true meaning to this
reluctance. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this
study seeks to elucidate Reynolds’ perspective accurately
while examining the obstacles to engaging with the Bible,
including the influence of Isra’iliyat (biblical narratives in
Islamic tradition) and the notion of biblical distortion
(tahrif). 1t also explores the permissibility of referencing the
Bible. The findings suggest that the existing Bible contains
authentic content that, under specific conditions, can serve
as a valuable tool for understanding the Qur’an.
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