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Abstract: This article focuses on the “identity
formation” of women during the era of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), emphasizing that it was not detached from the
social sphere and created a kind of meaning-making
influenced by the "role model." It seeks to answer the
question of how "Prophetic cultural governance" shaped the
structure of individual and collective identities of women in
that era. This study employs a historical analysis approach
and utilizes theories and concepts related to "identity
formation" derived from the "symbolic interactionist™ school
of thought. The article argues that Prophetic cultural
governance, in the context of women's "identity formation,"
is focused on achieving the "complete self," inspired by and
emanating from the "significant other," while relying on
either of the dualities of "role model" and "role authority"
creates a different cultural governance. The findings of the
research indicate that the influence of Prophetic cultural
governance on women's identity formation was primarily
influenced by the Prophet's "role model" as a transformative
leader, rather than merely as a ruler in the position of "role
authority." Consequently, Prophetic cultural governance
based on the "role model" emerges as a novel and effective
approach in shaping social and cultural identity, which is not
only aligned with Islamic concepts but also consistent with
contemporary ethical theories such as Zagzebski's
"exemplarist moral theory."
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