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Abstract: since its revelation, the understanding and
interpretation of the meanings of the Qur'an have held a
special place among both Muslims and non-Muslims.
Given that the majority of Orientalists' research and
objectives rely on presenting a distorted image of the
Qur'an's concepts to the global community, evaluating their
works becomes a necessity. This paper aims to highlight
the shortcomings in the research of some Orientalists
regarding the profound concepts of the Qur'an. The article
"Heavenly Book" by Robert Wisnovsky in the Leiden
Encyclopedia of the Qur'an is among those in which the
author, while attempting to draw the reader's attention to
the Qur'anic concepts, limits the meaning of "the hidden
book, mass (touch), and mutahharun (the purified)" to the
comprehensive heavenly source, preservation, and angels,
respectively. The findings of this research, employing an
analytical-critical method, point to the significant fact that
Wisnovsky's article provides an incomplete account of the
commentators’ views on the aforementioned terms.
Contrary to his perspective, the present study concludes
that the majority of Shi'a commentators interpret these
three terms as referring to the Qur'an, understanding, and
the perfected human beings.
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