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Abstract: one of the distinctive features of Shia hadith,
rooted in its theological foundations, is the continuation of the
era of infallible Imams after the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) and the ongoing compilation of hadith during this
period. Numerous works were written during this era, with the
encouragement and general supervision of the Imams (peace be
upon them), in various formats. These works occupied a central
position in the validation system of early Shia scholars, as the
authenticity of a hadith was determined by a "system of
indicators," primarily organized around the concept of a "written
source." According to Shaykh Baha'i in his Mashreq al-
Shamsayn, one of the indicators of a source's reliability for early
scholars was "presenting the book to the Imam and obtaining his
approval." This study, employing an analytical approach, aims to
elucidate the basis for hadith authenticity among early Shia
scholars by examining the narrations concerning the presentation
of hadith collections to the Imams (peace be upon them). Among
the findings of this research is that the presentation of books to
the Imams, in both detailed and summarized forms, served as one
of the methods for evaluating books among early scholars.
Considering the historical breadth of this practice and the
diversity of the books presented, it can be regarded as an
established tradition among them. However, challenges such as
the multiplicity and dispersion of manuscripts across the Islamic
world, the loss of many of the presented books, and the extent of
the Imams' approval or rejection of them pose difficulties for
later scholars in utilizing this criterion.
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