Islamic Studies in Contemporary World, Iranian Society for Quranic Studies & Islamic Culture
Research Article, Vol. 1, No. 2 (Serial 2), Autumn 2022 and Winter 2023
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Abstract

The field of history of the Qur'an in general, and Qur’anic readings in
particular, is one of the popular scholarship fields in the West. Shady Hekmat
Nasser is one of the most prolific writers in this field; He has published two
books and four articles about Variant Readings of the Qur’an. By examining
these works, this article has found that according to Nasser, the history of the
text of the Qur'an has five stages of Canonization in order to reach its current
form. To examine these stages, Nasser began with the intermediate stages
about which more information is available, thus making it easier to explain
what happened in the first stage. He has a historical-critical approach in his
works and interested in linguistic and jurisprudential issues; He has also tried
to use new methods, such as Motzki's Isnad cum Matn metod, to examine the
process of Emergence of Shawadhdh and Two-Rawi Canon. He has also
considered the inner evolution of the field of Qur’anic readings by examining
its relationship with other fields such as literature, jurisprudence and hadith.
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