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Abstract: The present article critically rereads a part
of the book "The Syro-Aramaic Reading of the Koran™
by the German orientalist Christoph Luxenberg with
new reasonings. In the fifteenth chapter of the book,
he presents an innovative reading of "Hir ‘in" and
other Qur'anic expressions that refer to "Virgins of
Paradis" in the Islamic interpretive tradition. Claiming
the use of linguistic method, he considers these
interpretations to mean "White Grapes" that have been
translated from Syriac into Arabic. Nevertheless, the
study of the Quranic context shows the
incompatibility of his hypotheses with other verses.
Also, the claimed words have a long history in the
poems of ignorant poets and are used in the same
modern meanings in the beginning of Islam. In
addition, numerous narrations suggest a similar view
of this concept among early Muslims and Islamic
scholars of later centuries, which Luxenberg denies.
Additionally, criticisms of Luxenberg's book by other
orientalists strongly support the invalidity of his
claims by non-Muslim scholars.
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