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Meaning of Kitab in the Qur’an

Mohammad Ali Tabataba’i"

Abstract

In his book, The Qur’dn’s Self-Image: Writing and Authority in Islam’s
Scripture, Daniel Madigan suggests a special thesis on the meaning of kitab
in the Qur’an, based on Izutsu’s semantic method of analysis, which ends up
in repudiation of the well-known meaning and limits its meaning to divine
knowledge and authority. It seems that this thesis has not yet been assessed
seriously, hence it is going to be accepted as a basis for further theses on
other related qur’anic subjects. Supposing Izutsu’s method as arbiter, this
paper aims to take a critical look at Madigan’s thesis to show how successful
he has been to follow the former. To count some several fundamental faults
in Madigan’s analyses, which preclude us to accept his thesis as
authoritative, one may points to his careless approach to the basic meaning,
diachronic semantics, and selecting key-words in addition to his
anachronistic approach to the qur’anic language.
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