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Abstract

Self-referential discourse, i.c. the discourse of the Qur’an about itself, is
omnipresent in the Qur’anic text. Interestingly, it uses several strategies of
argumentation and several rhetorical tools in order to persuade the listener or
the reader to adhere to a specific understanding of what the Qur’an is: an
understanding leading to faith. Based on an extensive study of the self-
referential discourse in the Qur’an, this paper focuses on the importance of
one of the rhetorical tools: “binarity.” This notion goes beyond the simple
notion of “pairs” and is characterized by a clear-cut opposition ongoing in the
whole text between elements of all kinds of domains and mainly in relation to
biblical material. Contrary to what it may seem at first glance, “binarity” in
the Qur’an is far from being related to a dualist religious system. On the
contrary, a close analysis shows that the use of “binarity” in the text
emphasizes the exceptional character of the Qur’an in relation to its divine
origin. The function of “binarity” appears in all its rhetorical strength in the
impression conveyed upon the listener or reader. Following the path of the
works of contemporary scholars who used literary, structural, and
argumentative analysis, this paper also aims at convincing the reader of the
fruitfulness of rhetorical studies of the Qur’an.
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1. lzutsu, God and Man, pp. 82-89.

2. Madigan, The Qur’an’s Self-Image: Writing and Authority in Islam’s Scripture.
3. Toelle, Le Coran revisité, p. 242 (my translation).

4. Humidity

5. Toelle, Le Coran Revisité, pp. 239-240
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. Omnipotent: Nothing and no one Can Ever Challenge His Authority and Power
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2. Djinns

3. The Qur’an as “Light” Opposed to “Darkness”
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7. The Qur’an as “Godsend”
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4. Scriptures on the Positive Side

5. Scripture (Kitab)
6. Absolute Power



FYY (E3 15 arliods (L G55l Z93) teesS o 3 50 sl ylogs

AV L3 013 s el 3 et B o S O3 3 e 0835
L3S o o 33l e e 8 Ol il 3 ke oKl

Sib el e gl 5L OT Jlie 5 e plaasl SCooSls a5 s
G il e ol o s 5 315 Sote gl L &S (Mol OF o)l gan Sos
5 A ol XS e Sl 0T (s 15 08 5 il gt 013 5
Oliler 5 Olgr 0,8 aan IS G 55 515,00 5 5 I g oS s o 33l 4 o S0
lme ogd 53 1 L 08315 25 @S 58 on bl 3 5 ol OLET Ol
otbos3 S O3

sVl U Il Sl elbty SO w4 oS ol angld s Sl aay ol o
e ssba S S gr Jas SIS 4 e wSlse F 0 3 8 o)L 015 N
ol 3 g e b ge e S e 3y 3L Cosline Ol B LS Gley pa LS edde s
Lo Vs oSGl cl (115 & Sl (ol ples Ol Sl 4 il s Cbloes 41 ply
o s Doty e bl el e 013 LB Ll 5 S 013 LS
ol p3Y (B 4SSl iy s 5 (YOA 1o i) S o Oy | O BB o s S
o dels pl 5l s ged o 0T 6l 015 pas ids Lol Lgme 5 Caillee LT 5l b
3G a5 500 SaS M el sl w50 (e 03l T3 3 255 e oslinal S
e a5 ke gbme Db a b e ph Sl s e 0 sgde (IS el I SOV
RPN P TN S PSS COUPE I SECIUON IS #9| SO NP PRI U PR
ey JUE! oLl w1y 55 5l e s b b s Gl 53 b 0 sldezul
poghe 5 Lan plio 53 Lol ks (Sl o s 68 ibe o S ol 5 bl sl
4 s pts 5 SLETL |, Chlbie ST 51 atws opl Cid> 5 . Lls g rie IS

..L',)\.\.}L'..u):J..ob'-Q%.Ulgjgkdt;)jkq‘mda‘}b;AJf)&uém

A.Téjfj]é}):J}}ﬁQL@e—J:bd\a}:)al{.ﬂe-‘_’.@ﬂﬁybqobﬁ45:)\35)Li\(,.€.44;§$w\4{;ﬂ3.a.\
Al Cide nl Ol 53 SIS end s el B S O3 S O3l 25 o onl 53 el

(Olazr y20) 55 o o ity Ao 25 ) olrsl 055 pspte 5 B o3l T35 o daly S Cls]
2. Non-Dits (Unsaid, Unspoken Statements)
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3. Eschatology
4. Declaration/acknowledgement/statement



FYA (83 15l aliods (bl 55515 Z93 tmsS ol 50 £l ylogs

Sl s Dl 5 XS o g3 smaen 5315 013 Sz o 3204 0 5 (2) dams
ol Gl i b u 58 a sl cpl by 3 p 0 e $ WSAL L - S Jas | O
S el opl e o84S LlewTsl s S s 0is 1 OF (glaesel 5 S o I 2
O3 Lae 03 gl 4 130 Ol 355 0 Dlloms g 53 013 gl L S
g g slgig Sl w sl d 5l i

3 pealie 51 bl S o8 il bl Sl S s (L o3, za
5 el 25 T3 e 3 55 ol OLetiS XS e 58 ) SIS slaedy
et el ol S e eslizal 250 slajlnl 5 SYYA 1 (Glodamy 4 sazs
S5 3 01 5 g OIS Olgens Jinads 5 s Gl slaedidy 3550
ppd a8 s Ll Ui OBl 255 g S Ceslanl 5 el OLb L

S 5 O il slae st 5l S 013 s s 08315 zs oMo
el 0 eslizal OF lyal 51 F o oo Gl 1L s S ST LS
ol S sl deline |y Chblies B35 8 eslizal e 3 bajlpl ol ssles

..njfQ@\g&ndﬁ}:aﬁﬁuwl#moiﬁjl6

S 5 domi
S ol O 5 sbe 355 0 Jole S 013 0515 anllas 31 4 Glames (i
o S oS el (LS 0315 i Wls 1S5 00 S 013 (e ) e 5 B i
o33 e A o3ls LIS plime (lae s SIS glad 5ol 3 (53l Lo 5 0T s
;w\.\,J)ts)gﬁﬂ;,w&iQit.k;M\Q;ﬁ);&png;\j@pﬂw@ﬁ&u
BL1 03 5> aSOLarOl S e w38 53 53 3does |y 331 (5 S penas 5 SV
Sy g A sl Se i S 3 s L 4 ol il e (L)
Sl go sy |y Chblss ayls o0 Olo 5515 (658 o855l slad G apl posdle sl
S 33 SIS IS 3 a8 S SG pl s iy 555 5l 5 Carbge 550 3 b
Lice 5550 55 o 3l 4 (Ll O3, L oSS o AT S e S

1. Its Revelatory Phenomena
2. Its Own Status as Revealed Scripture



VP by g 3l (Y (2lo) pgo o)leuds (Jgl Jlw ¢ polro (e o (oDl Oolalllas FA«

s 1 35 5 sl Olegl O3 Wi 03 el & ST bl il e T3
5 s 5 5h e slizel ) 51 ST Ll el sy Conlaw 40 S OT S sz
D315 zap Alee Wlos i dal st odtlye 2T 53 5k Olal Sdose 4
olas s O3 4 o sl iy pas 5 Sl o S 013 e 3 20 (LSl (Ll
(il bl b 53 013 dime wed Sl 55wl Ole cpl 55 el b
53 el Chle S5 5 013 (golaasl Jlasl el s s sl s lew
S g a5 1y S 013 55 ol sl 2 OleaiS (Ll 0315 slag s ik
53 o a3l e SEN 5 VAl s as s s aallles Coaal 4 e SLL
S 53l pe b 5 (ad Dot 4 5 a4 ax) S b o wes
OS5l o oS oS Obsl 3 5 oo ealinael Wl o 55 5 VYol Olo a3
S LS o s Jlie 63,8 55 4 Ol odens 5 i plu 1y o S 013 0315 (hlEs
oA ol s gl Cde plee DL s a5 e plae b aes K
s O Bl il SeS (L o851, T35 3,5 pgp 4 Blg e 5 ledi
5l p Sl sl > il plazal ilee o ol 4 45 ol ey
258 e ol 3 ST Sl
dobols”
Slaled iy A by S O olizls s > 0lS) il (55 0Tms (AYAY) doms <3l
hdlede Galo el o83l ()l )8 aabOLY) W5 Culey ¢ 09 b
Ol e
P sl Gk —OT A0l 3 o S 013 (eabials = DlaziS L(1WAY) sasma o 30,
ATY=AY0 (VY)Y ia sz 4iof 4slilad (Le Coran par lui-méme) ks

sk 00, (Js) o) ﬁ;g/yﬁ (salizls g (\WAY) dases o320

wild, S. (2006). «self-referentiality in the Quran», Harrassowits Verlag,
Wiesbaden, 1st Published

Boisliveau, A. (2014). «Self-referentiality in the Qur’anic Text:“Binarity” as a

Rhetorical Tool», Al-BayAn — Journal of Qur’An and Hadlth Studies, 74-55.





